
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
TUESDAY, 19th FEBRUARY 2013 at 7.30 pm in the School  

Present:	Mrs E Bryan (chairman),  Mr M Birt, Mrs P Green,  Mrs S Watford (clerk 
 
Apologies:	Mrs M Wright

The scheduled meeting for Wednesday, 13th February, had been postponed due to bad weather conditions. 

     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
2.	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.     
These were signed by the chairman following agreement they were a true record of January’s meeting.
3.	MATTERS ARISING
42 King Street.   Part of the fence had been cut away and a stile erected for access to the footpath, but there were many disgruntled residents as the elderly were not able to climb the stile, and had been obliged to walk or ask for a lift round to the Village Hall.    A letter would be written to the owner (with copies to the MBC and Ellen Senior of the LCC) advising him that the Parish Council would remove the stile and in due course put in a gate.
Eastwell road hedge.    This had been cut, although not by the LCC.
HGVs.   The Traffic Commissioner had been approached regarding the HGV licences held by the company operating at the Old Station site and had confirmed that there were no operators authorised to use the site as an operating centre.    The previous licence was specific to the Scalford Construction Co Ltd., and this had terminated in April 2003.    A letter would be written to the LCC, with a copy to the Traffic Commissioner and the Police, stating that 8/10 HGVs were passing through the village each day, many of which were travelling to the Old Station site.    The letter would also enquire about the progress being made with the 20- mph speed limit scheme.
Bus parking.   This item would be postponed for discussion at the next meeting, as Mrs Hewitt was not present.
Churchyard.   The chairman had met with the Scalford PCC secretary, Helen McNamara, and as tarmac had previously been used to cover the tree roots on the church path, the chairman had agreed to make enquiries regarding the same solution being applied again.
Gas to Scalford.    These enquiries were ongoing.
Street lights.   E-on had agreed to waive the charge of £150 to remove the three street lights, and it was agreed that the three new period lighting columns would be ordered (ie. at the Old Plough, on Kings Close and on King Street).    E-on had quoted a charge of £1,140 for a Victorian lamp by the churchyard, and removal of the existing post would be £60.     It was agreed that a decision on this be taken at a later date.
Website.   Mr Birt had attended the annual conference at Beaumanor Hall and found it useful.    It was agreed that the email addresses of individual councillors could be placed on the website.    The annual report on Scalford Parish Council’s website had also been received, and this was passed to Mr Birt.
Abandoned car.    A letter had been written to the owner, but no reply had been received.     A further letter would be written reminding them about the car and the Parish Council’s right to have abandoned cars removed.

4.	CORRESPONDENCE

L&RALC.   Various emails on precept and council tax;  Friday news;  January newsletter;  rural survey (passed to Mr Birt for completion);  Workshop on 4th March and training course 11th March.
	Scalford Primary School.   A letter from one of the schoolchildren asking the Parish Council if they would be willing to supply litter pickers to help the children keep the village clear of litter.    A letter would be sent in reply saying how much the Parish Council appreciated their interest in keeping the village tidy, asking how many they would need, and telling them the Parish Council would also supply gloves (if suitably-sized ones were available) and bags.    It was also suggested they be invited to a meeting so they could collect them.
	Leicestershire Police.   Monthly crime report.
	Igas Community Grants.    The chairman would read this paper more carefully. 
	LCC.   Time banking.
	RCC.   Achievement awards – to be passed to the school
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 Correspondence, cont.
Email, NHS Leicester.    An email introducing Jo Lilley as the engagement and involvement officer for NHD Leicester.
	Think Leicestershire Launch
	Email MBC.   Confirming the workshop on 4th March “Unlocking Local Capacity”.
	Email, Police.   Leicester Hate Crime Project.
	MBC letter.   Parliamentary Constituency Boundary Review – postponed to 2018.
5.	ACCOUNTS
	Summary of accounts.    These had been circulated.     
The following cheques were signed:        E-on (No 161, £379.88);  June Cramphorn plaque (No 162, £24.25).

Scalford Friday Club.  A £250..00 cheque had been received from the Friday Club as a donation towards the cost of the defibrillator.
	Payroll services.    A letter from an accountant offering a service to parish councils setting up PAYE accounts to comply with the new RTI regulations.    As the application for a dispensation appeared to be totally inapplicable, and phone calls to the HMRC had yielded no positive outcome, it was agreed that the auditor be consulted regarding the possibility of the clerk issuing quarterly invoices.
	Cooperative Memorials.     An application for a memorial stone in the cremated area.    The Parish Council had no objections to the design, size, etc.

6.	PLANNING
Application 12/00865/FUL.    There was confusion as to whether the application was simply to move an existing shed or replace it with a new shed in another location.    Clarification would be sought.
	MBC letter –  5 New Street.   A letter advising that the LCC were not in favour of this application, with advice that the application be withdrawn.    The Parish Council felt that the disadvantages as far as traffic on New Street was concerned were minimal, and the proposed splay would be an improvement and provide an opportunity for cars to pass;  the application also had the backing of a considerable number of local residents.
	Solar panels, Corn Close.   An email from Andrew Dudley, the MBC Enforcement Officer, explaining the regulations governing solar panels, adding that he will visit the site to see what has been done.    He would be asked for the findings of the site visit.
	Scalford School.    A letter announcing their intention of installing the awning, as planning permission had been received.
	Application 13/00040/FUL – replacement of polytunnel, C&C Plants.   There were no objections to this application.
	Email Enforcement Officer.    42 King Street –  reinstatement of footpath.
	Planning lists


7.	GRANTS FOR PUBLIC FOOTPATHS

Paperwork passed to the chairman.

8.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Potholes.    Potholes on Main Street, Wycomb, and on the bends through Scalford would be reported.
	Landyke Lane/Ironstone Lane.   It was felt the LCC needed to look at Landyke Lane and consider work there to accommodate the amount of traffic now using the lane.    There was a similar situation on Ironstone Lane, and the LCC would be asked to visit both.
	Scalford Pre-School.    A letter asking for a sign on the fence advertising the pre-school, as it was felt that many people did not know it existed.    The Parish Council were happy to provide one.   They also asked if it were possible for the Parish Council to provide blinds, but it was felt that this request should be addressed to the Methodist Church, who were the landlords.
	Allotments.    Mrs Bryan and Mr Birt would visit the site.
	Play equipment.   Jon Riley was looking at the possibility of grants to provide football nets, and possibly a basketball net.
	Flood, Scalford Back Road.    Although the flood had been cleared, there was still oil leaking into the brook and the Environment Agency would be contacted again.
	Vacancy on the Parish Council.    Another notice would be put on the notice boards and in the Village News asking if anyone would like to fill the vacancy;

The meeting was closed at 9.20 pm by the chairman.
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