
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, 9th JANUARY 2013 in the School  

Present:	Mrs E Bryan (chairman),  Mr M Birt, Mrs P Green, Mrs K Hewitt, 
Mrs M Wright, Mrs S Watford (clerk), one member of the public
 
Apologies:	There were no apologies

By invitation of the chairman before the meeting opened, the member of the public spoke on two issues:  the Certificate of Lawfulness for the Old Brickyard, which had not been rescinded as agreed by the Borough Council at their meeting in December 2011;  and the application which would be discussed at the meeting for 5-7 New Street, Scalford.

     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
2.	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.     
After a change of wording, from ‘cemetery’ to ‘churchyard’ was made in paragraph 7, sub para Poor’s Land Charity, these were signed by the chairman.    
3.	MATTERS ARISING
Church clock.     This was not yet absolutely correct, but Mr Birt was continuing to work on it.
42 King Street.    Nothing further had been heard about the enforcement notice.     The property had been re-let, although the new tenants had not yet moved in.    The Parish Council felt it should not be let until the footpath dispute was finalised.
Churchyard gravestone.    This would be inspected when the weather improved;  it was pointed out that it had not moved over the past 10 years.
Hedging.    The hedge on the Eastwell road had not been cut, and the LCC would be contacted again.
Play equipment inspection.    The chairman explained to those who had not been present at the last meeting that the insurance company had advised all councils to check their play equipment regularly, in case of a public liability claim.    Jon Riley was doing this each week.
HGVs through Scalford.   Mr Birt was continuing to report any he saw.
Verge, South Street/School Lane.     The verge (which had been planted with daffodil bulbs) had been demolished by HGVs trying to drive round the corner, and it was considered very dangerous.    The LCC would be asked to pay a site visit and suggest some improvements.
Business licence, Scalford Station.    It was uncertain whether or not a letter had been written to the MBC asking for details of the licence.    This would be checked.
Bus parking.   Enquiries would be made as to how many buses were being parked in Scalford, and Mrs Hewitt would question what the buses were used for.     Len Wright also would speak to Mr Langer.

4.	CORRESPONDENCE

Fields in Trust.   Mr Birt would pass the documents collected from Mr Brewer to Mrs Bryan, and Mrs Hewitt would pass over the deeds kept in the safe.    Apologies would be extended to the Fields in Trust for the delay, explaining that the Parish Council were trying to get the matter resolved.
	Churchyard.    A further email had been received from Helen McNamara regarding the roots in the church path, and Mrs Bryan would arrange to meet with her.    It was again suggested that a sign could be placed at the entrances to the churchyard warning the public of an uneven path.
	Email LRALPC.    Local Museums and Libraries;  Parish Clerks’ Highways newsletter.     Mr Birt felt that a more convenient stopping place for the mobile library van would be in front of the Kings’ Arms, and he, as landlord, would be quite happy with this arrangement.    A letter would be written to the MBC offering this alternative parking.
	Voluntary Action, Melton.   Support for community buildings in Leicestershire.    This was passed to Mrs Wright to be given to Jill Wade for the Village Hall Committee.
	Leicestershire Police.   Monthly crime report.
	Nurture News.    A newsletter from the company who had taken over the contract for maintaining the recreation ground from White Lodge.     Mr Birt had spoken to Western Power who were still intending to tidy up and replant the shrubbery at the top of the recreation ground, although this would not be done until spring.     It was agreed that following this replanting, the whole area of the recreation ground should be maintained by one contractor, and quotations would be requested from several companies.
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5.	ACCOUNTS
	Quarterly accounts.    These had been circulated.     
The following cheque was signed:       Will Pickard (No 160, £103.93 – fitting the defibrillator).

Email Richard Willcox, internal auditor.     Due to the new regulations regarding PAYE systems, it was agreed that both the churchyard and cemetery mowing be paid on receipt of invoices from those carrying out the work and that dispensation be sought for the clerk to be paid as an honorarium.
Precept.    As this had to be submitted by 25th January and nothing further had been heard from the Borough Council, the precept was set at £16,000.00, but this would be withheld until the end of the month in case it needed to be reviewed.

6.	PLANNING
Application 12/00864/OUT – 5/7 New Street, Scalford.   Although the Parish Council had no objections to the proposed house, they would like clarification on the design and materials to be used for the garages.     They felt this to be necessary before any consent was given.    They were also worried about the very real possibility that drivers would try to park in the splay, and it should also be made clear in any consent that absolutely no vehicles should be parked there.      Finally, they would like the   ownership of the splay verified for future reference.
	MBC letter –  Core strategy.    A letter explaining where copies of the submission could be found should anyone wish to comment, and that any comments must be received by midnight on 14th February
	Planning lists


7.	GRANTS FOR PUBLIC FOOTPATHS

This had been carried over from the previous month and, following various suggestions, would be given more thought before the next meeting.

8.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The chairman raised the following items from the list of ongoing matters:

The June Cramphorn plaque.   No progress had yet been made with this, but it was agreed that the clerk would send suggested wording to Mr Birt, who would arrange to have the plaque made;  it was agreed that this should be mounted on the box which regulated the mechanics of the church clock.
	Gas to Scalford.     Mr Birt would make further enquiries.
	Street lights.    Mr Birt had received a quotation to change three street light posts for period lighting columns, at The Old Plough, on King Street and on Kings Close, as discussed at the previous meeting.    He suggested negotiating with E-on regarding the removal of the existing columns and other related charges.    After discussion it was agreed that the three lights mentioned should be ordered;  also the company would be asked what they could offer which would be suitable for the churchyard, as the 5m ones would be too high.

The following subjects were brought up by members of the Parish Council:

	Parish Council web site.   Mr Birt was continuing to keep this updated;  however, three Declaration of Interest forms appeared to be missing and efforts would be made to get these uploaded as soon as possible.
	Abandoned car, recreation ground.   Mrs Hewitt would email details of the car to the clerk, who would then contact the police to find out who owned it.
	Solar Panels, Corn Close, 9 South Street.    Panels approximately 2m deep were parked on the edge of land belonging to Corn Close, and the MBC would be asked about planning permission for these.
	Dog poo.   There were further complaints, and another notice would be put in the Village News.     This would warn offenders that the Parish Council would attempt to photograph any incidents witnessed, and these would then be put on display to name and shame the perpetrators.
	Grit bins.    It was confirmed that these had all been filled with grit and were available for use.
	Vacancy on the Parish Council.    A notice would be put on the notice boards and in the Village News asking anyone who may be interested to attend the next Parish Council meeting.
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