
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
   WEDNESDAY, 8th MAY 2013 at 7.30 pm in the School  

Present:	Mrs E Bryan (chairman),  Mr M Birt, Mrs P Green, Mrs M Wright, 
Mrs S Watford (clerk), Mr B Dodd, Mr T Spencer  
 
Apologies:	There were no apologies


Mr B Dodd and Mr T Spencer had shown an interest in filling the two vacancies on the Parish Council, and had come along to the meeting at the invitation of the Parish Council.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
2.	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.     
It was agreed that these were a true record of the last meeting, and they were signed by the chairman.
3.	MATTERS ARISING
42 King Street.      The MBC had written via email asking for the Parish Council’s comments on the work done to the footpath.    A reply had been sent pointing out that there was an obstruction halfway down the footpath;  half was grassed and half hard surface;  and there was a step at the end which needed to be sloped.    Jim Worley had replied saying the MBC would visit the site to see which part(s) needed attention.
Churchyard.     
The chairman commented how well the area was kept, and a letter of appreciation would be sent to Janet Allen.
Five memorial stones had been found to be unsafe:  three crosses which were loose on their bases in the SW corner near the gate;  a pinnacle which was totally loose halfway down on the south side;  and one grave at the east end.    The chairman was making enquiries with the builders presently engaged at the church about the cost of repairing these.
Further discussion was held on the options for dealing with the tree roots which were making the footpath uneven.
A request had been received asking if the cobbles by the back gate could be covered with a smoother surface for wheelchair users.    Parish councillors would have a look at the cobbles before the next meeting.
Solar panels.     A check would be made to see whether any written opinion had been given by Andrew Dudley regarding the legality of the panels.
The Old Brickyard.    
A letter had been received from Jim Worley of the MBC repeating their misapprehension that the Parish Council had agreed that further action on the revocation of the Certificate be suspended, pending further discussions.   A letter in response would be written to the Chief Executive reiterating the Parish Council’s disagreement with this view, and asking her to circulate the letter to all members of the Planning Committee within the next seven days.     She would be asked to confirm that this had been done.    
Cllr Elaine Holmes had confirmed she was aware of the activity on this site, and that a planning application was expected shortly.
Methodist Church, Scalford.   An email had been received, but not brought to the meeting, in response to the Parish Council’s request for another quotation before agreeing to make a donation towards the cost of maintaining the churchyard.    It explained that the groundcare had been in the same family for many years, and that, although the area was less than the Parish churchyard, it was well used, more intricate and harder to maintain    The Parish Council did not wish to set an amount they were willing to donate towards the cost, and agreed they would again ask for another quotation.
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4.	CORRESPONDENCE

LCC, Landyke Lane.    A letter explaining that the remainder of the lane would be brought up to standard within the 1914-15 financial year.
Fields in Trust.    The chairman had made some enquiries about registering the land, and because the Parish Council did not have deeds for all the land it owned, it was possible that there was a need to consult a solicitor.
Leicestershire Police.   It was reported verbally that an email had been received with the current month’s crime report, which showed no reported crime.
Scalford School.     A beautiful thank you card had been received from the schoolchildren, signed by them all.
5.	ACCOUNTS
	Annual accounts.    The annual accounts were approved and signed in preparation for the internal audit.
The following cheques were signed:    LCC (annual subscription to the Parish Council website, £390.00, No 170);  Playing Fields Association (annual membership, £15.00, No 171);   Mrs K Hewitt (waste bins, £92.88, No 172).         

6.	PLANNING

	MBC letter.   Notification of the withdrawal of the Core Strategy Development Plan.
	MBC email.   Consultation arrangements – new approved planning application procedures.   These were read out by the chairman.

	Consents
	13/00037/FUL – meteorological mast, field No 4700, Waltham Lane, Wycomb.
	Planning lists


7.	GRANTS FOR PUBLIC FOOTPATHS

Both Mrs Wright and Mr Birt would try to find out who owned the triangle of land by the old railway line.

8.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Lorries through Scalford.   Mr Birt had spoken to the police who had intimated that nothing could be done.    It had been pointed out that every farm in Scalford held an operator’s licence, which allowed them to run their lorries on the roads.     After discussion, it was agreed to write to the LCC asking them to attend a meeting with the Parish Council to talk about possible solutions to the problem.
	Footpath, South Street.   Margaret Thornton had offered to weed kill the footpath and had asked whether the Parish Council would cover the cost of the weed killer.    This was agreed.
	Email - Polytunnel, Stonestile allotments.    A tenant had asked whether it would be in order for him to replace a damaged polytunnel which had been taken down last year.    It was agreed that councillors visit the site before agreeing.
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