
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
   WEDNESDAY, 11th SEPTEMBER 2013 at 7.30 pm in the School   

Present:	Mrs E Bryan (chairman),  Mr M Birt, Mr B Dodd, Mr T Spencer,  
Mrs M Wright, Mrs S Watford (clerk), Cllr E Holmes, 3 members of the public  
 
Apologies:	Cllr Byron Rhodes

Prior to the meeting there was a discussion with the three members of the public regarding the Old Brickyard and the non-rescinding of the Certificate of Lawfulness.     A degree of professional advice was available, but the possibility of  contacting the L&RALPC was mentioned; the residents also intended to contact a local solicitor for advice on possible costs involved were the matter to be taken to court.    

The members of the public then left and the chairman opened the meeting.

1.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.   There were no declarations of interest.
2.	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.     Two minor amendments were made and these were then signed by the chairman.
3.	MATTERS ARISING
42 King Street.      Mr Dodd had brought a map to the meeting, and the evidence forms would be sent off to Ellen Senior, LCC.    It would be stressed that, to comply with the disability rules,  urgent work was needed.    Complaints were still being received. 
Churchyard.     Apparently Herberts had posted off a quotation for the work, but this had been sent to the wrong address, and another would be sent.
Allotments.   It was expected that the skip would be ready to be moved within the next two weeks.    There had been complaints about some allotments and attempts were being made to sort these out.    Again this year, a notice would be put in the Village News offering tenants the opportunity to take any rubbish to the King’s Arms to be burnt on bonfire night.   The chairman and Mr Birt would make a further visit.     
Hedge cutting.   Although the Eastwell road length of hedge had been cut back, it was felt that this was not sufficient to prevent pedestrians having to step into the road, and the LCC would be asked to cut it higher and further back.
The Old Brickyard  -  Ombudsman.   It had been discovered that the Ombudsman only received complaints from individuals and not councils, and therefore no letter had been sent to the MBC.     However, it was agreed that a letter be sent to the MBC stating that the Parish Council were looking into the possibility of taking legal action.   Following the discussion which took place before the meeting, it was agreed to contact the L&RALPC, and also to write to Cllr Byron Rhodes informing him that the Parish Council felt they had to take further action before the new application was heard.     Cllr Elaine Holmes would also try to arrange a meeting with Cllr Byron Rhodes as soon as possible.
Manege, Mucky Lane.    Further enquiries about this would be made by Cllr Elaine Holmes.
4.	CORRESPONDENCE

	Association of Local Councils.   Notification of a meeting on 10th September.
	Email LRALC.   Notification of various training courses.
	LCC Customer services email.   Response to the Parish Council’s request for the pothole to be repaired and hedging cut.    It was felt that the pothole repair would not be long-lasting.
	MBC email.  Notification of an BC/PC agenda setting meeting on 1st October at 6.00 pm.   (Actual meeting to be held on 18th November at 6.30 pm).
	Rural Services Network email.    Asking support for a petition to have rural areas considered when allocating government funding.     The petition would be signed.
	Village Hall email.   
	A request from the Village Hall Committee asking the Parish Council to reconsider work to the sycamore tree outside the village hall building.   Both the chairman and Mr Birt had looked at the tree, which was divided into three from the base, with one branch leaning towards the Village Hall.   It was felt that removing this branch would improve visibility in the Hall, and Adrian of Waltham would be asked to do the work. 
	Colin Scarborough had also asked the Parish Council to look at a tree in the cemetery, as a large branch had sheared off, and although he had done some work to it, further work was needed.     Adrian would also be asked to have a look at this tree.
	LCC email.    Notification of temporary road closure, Ironstone Lane, Scalford.
	Cooperative Funeral Care.   Application for headstone.    There were no objections.
	Leicestershire Constabulary.   Invitation to Inter-Cultural Social Evening, 16th October.
	L&RALPC.    August newsletter.    It was pointed out that this stressed how important it was for any decisions taken at a Parish Council meeting to be minuted correctly.
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5.	ACCOUNTS

The following cheques were signed:  E-on (No 189, £97.06);  Janet Allen (No 190, £275.00);  Colin Scarborough (No 191, £220.00);  Sue Watford (No 192, £550.00);  Scalford Primary School (No 193, £71.40).   
Severn Trent Water.   A statement showing a credit balance of £15.35.
Smiths of Derby.   A letter offering a discount for a long-term contract (3-6 years).    Scalford Parish Council’s interest would be registered.

6.	PLANNING	

Applications
	13/00474/FUL.   Installation of solar panels  -  Springfield Farm, Chadwell.    There were no objections.
	13/00320/FULHH.   Replace roof tiles  -  The Homestead, Wycomb.    The Parish Council would prefer reclaimed clay tiles, but would accept a modern clay tile to match the existing.
	MBC – Renewable wind energy guidance.   A request for Parish Councils to identify important local view points within the parish.     Following a short discussion on whether this referred to the MBC’s consideration of wind turbines, as it was simply a request for local viewpoints, a reply would be sent as follows:
	The whole of Scalford is in a dip, and that from whichever way you approach it, the village can be seen on the landscape;  from one viewpoint there are views right across to the other side of the village. 
Chadwell is also in a bowl, and has similar viewpoints.
There are good views across to Wycomb from the Chadwell road.
	MBC – Melton Local Plans.   Consultation on the new plan.
	Withdrawal of application No 13/00180/VAC.    Crowthorn, Landyke Lane, Scalford – copy of email sent to Planning Department.
	Tree Preservation Order.    Notification that a tree preservation order had been made on the willow tree at 5 Sandy Lane, which overhangs the parish notice board on Church Street.
	Planning lists


8.	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Old Brickyard.   It was confirmed that no reply had been received from the MBC to the Parish Council’s latest letter.
	Traffic calming, Scalford.   It was confirmed that the Parish Council would like one sign on each of the approach roads to the village, and not signs specific to the school, as they were concerned about children over the whole of Scalford.
	Road signs.   Omitted from the minutes of last month’s meeting was mention of the 40 mph sign on the Back Road, the missing triangle on the cow crossing sign on the Back Road further towards Melton Mowbray, and the weight restriction sign by the Wycomb triangle which had been knocked down.    The LCC would be asked to repair/replace these.
	Recreation ground.   Although Nurture had said that the grass would be cut the week prior to the meeting, it had still not been done, and the firm would be contacted again.
	Village sign and tub planting.    Mrs Green had said she would be happy to plant the tubs on Church Street, but it would be confirmed whether or not she wished to arrange for the village sign to be cleaned.
	Village Hall shrubbery.   Western Power had said they would replant the shrubbery following their work there, but as this had not yet been done, Mr Birt would speak to them about their plans to do so.
	Roots, church path.   The chairman was looking at the possibility of chopping off the tops of the roots which protruded above the path.    As Mr Birt had been asked to attend the next PCC meeting, he offered to mention this option.
	Church gate.    During the recent work to the church, the bolt on the church gate had been altered, and was proving a hazard for pedestrians.     The PCC would be contacted and ask to get in touch with the firm who completed the work.
	Next meeting.   As both the chairman and vice chairman would be away on holiday for the next scheduled meeting, this was postponed to Wednesday, 16th October.

The chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm.
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