

Minutes of Scalford Parish Council on 19th November 2024 held in Scalford Village HallSCALFORD PARISH COUNCIL
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Present: Cllrs: Andrew Sibree, Chloe Jardine Price, Ann Doody, Martin Shepherd
Apologies: Cllrs Sarah Lambert, Rob Thring Borough Cllr Richard Sharpe
In Attendance: County Cllr Bryan Lovegrove
Members of the Public: 1
Public Participation:
No issues raised by the public
24/1585
Declarations of Disclosable & Pecuniary Interests in Agenda Items:
None
24/1586
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on the 15th October 2024:
It was unanimously agreed the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 15th October 2024 were a true record and the Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
24/1587
Reports:
County Councillor Bryan Lovegrove
Cllr Lovegrove advised that County Council was looking at was to raise funding for the vulnerable & elderly that would be impacted by loss of winter fuel payment, they were also looking at what impact the charging of VAT on private schools would make. There was also concern within the County Council about how ready Parishes were with regard to flooding in light of recent events, contact information for various public services was available from County. 
Borough Councillor Richard Sharp 
None.
24/1588
Planning:
The matter of the possible application to build on an infill plot on School Lane had proposed to the point where Vale Planning Consultants had sent a letter to MBC for discussion on how this could be achieved with the plot not been within the Neighbourhood Plan for planning purposes. The Chairman agreed to represent the Parish Council in any future discussions reporting back to Council before agreeing to any proposed changes.
24/1589
Finance:
The Clerk provided a bank reconciliation up to 31st October below:

Bank Statements			    Income 		Expenditure
	Current Account    
	         £  2423.24
	£27872.98
	£16883.60

	Instant Access A/c
	         £57645.56
	
	

	Total
	         £60068.80
	
	


The above was unanimously agreed as the Council financial position at the 31st October2024
24/1590
Request for Donation by Scalford Triangle:
It was unanimously agreed to make a donation of £250.00 under S137 towards the cost of Scalford Triangles Christmas events for village residents
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24/1591
Council Storage:
Cllr Sibree advised Council he was still searching for a suitable supplier of a robust shed without windows.
24/1592
Highways Update:
Clerk advised that monies £2250 had been received from the County Council towards the cost of two sets of gates for two entrances to the villages these had now been ordered from Glasdon Ltd at a cost of £4277.67. Upon receipt Highways would come and install at a cost of £1100.00.
24/1593
Recreational Play Equipment:
Deferred to later meeting due to lack of information
24/1594
Invoice from Wellers Hedley:
The Clerk advised the Council an invoice had been received from solicitors Wellers Hedley in the amount of £600 which related to the insurance claim in 2020 for repairs to the Churchyard wall, this would be paid from the Insurance claim money which was in earmarked reserves.
24/1595
Churchyard Chadwell:
The Clerk made the Council aware of a situation that was developing that may in the future have cost implications for the Council. The Church in Chadwell was no longer in use due to structural problems and was unlikely to be used again, currently the Churchyard was still open and could remain so dependent on PCC. In that case the PCC would likely be looking towards the Council to make a donation towards the cost maintaining the Churchyard. In the event of the PCC closing the Churchyard the Council would be involved
24/1596
Budget Planning 25/26:
The Clerk advised the Council that taking into account known costs to March 25 the financial year would end with around 10K in the general account which is about right based on 50% of Precept. With a Precept of 22k as per last year and known repeating costs of about 16k it left about 6k to be budgeted for a detailed list of known costs would be available before the December meeting.
24/1597
. gov.uk email address:
The clerk had attending various meetings with Office of Digital Technology run by the government and recommended the council adopt a .gov.uk email address as a first step, taking into account government funding this would cost nothing and from a list of 20 suppliers suggested a company called Active. After discussion this was unanimously agreed and clerk instructed to go ahead.
24/1598
Back dated Salary Agreement:
The National Association had recently agreed a pay scale % increase with Government back dated to 1st April 2024 for all staff including part time workers, this would show in the Clerks November pay slip.
24/1599
Appointment of Internal Auditor:
It was unanimously agreed to reappoint an independent internal Auditor from the LARLC list of approved auditors.
24/1600
Clerks Report:
Nothing to report
24/1601
Matters arising from emails circulated and other matters– issues raised to go to next Agenda 
Nothing raised to go to next Agenda
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24/1551
Items for Next Agenda:
Precept/Budget

Date of Next Meeting:  17th December 2024 at 7.00 pm in Scalford Village Hall

The meeting closed at 8.52 pm


__________________________
Chairman Scalford Parish Council



Date: ______________________


Payments in October 			                       Receipts in October
	Scalford V Hall
	    18.00
	Alford Storage
	      6.00

	David Musson Fencing
	    28.51
	Allotments
	  327.50

	Burnt Oak Developm’ts
	  408.00
	
	

	LRALC
	    15.00 
	
	

	Asley Computers
	  180.00
	
	

	N Power Commercial
	  740.71
	
	

	Admin
	  822.98
	
	

	Unity Bank
	      5.40
	
	

	
	
	
	



Checked by Cllr 















