
I Leicestershire and Rutland ALC

Narrative lnternal Audit Report
to be read in conjunction with the Annual lnternalAudit Report in the

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025 - 2026

Name of Authority: SCALFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Name of lnternal Auditor: DEBORAH ROLFE Year ending: 3L March 2026

Date audit carried out: 77 /04,30/04, 07/0s Date of report: 1n MAY 2026

As internal auditor, I confirm that I am independent of your authority and competent as required by the
Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) Proctitioners 6ulde. I confirm that I have no connection
with your authority that will conflict with my role as internal auditor and that I am not involved in any aspect
of decision-making, management or control of your authority.

lnternal audit is the periodic independent review of an authority's internal controls. This should result in an
assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating
procedures under the council's control. Managing the authority's internal controls should be a day-to-day
function through its staff and management and not left for internal audit. lt would be incorrect to view internal
audit as the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of an authority to detect error or fraud. This
report is based on the evidence made available to me and consequently the report is limited to those matters
set out below.

The proper practices referred to in the Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014 and Accounts and Audit
Resulations 2015 are set out in the Prdctitioners Guide. This is a guide to the accounting practices to be
followed by local councils which sets out the appropriate standard of financial reporting to be followed.

Section 4.11 of the Proctitioners' Guide asserts that the personal, financial and professional independence
of the appointed person or firm should be reviewed every year.

Section 4.16 requires that authorities should carry out a review of the effectiveness of their overall internal
audit arrangements, at least once each year.

ln addition, section 1.38 specifies that the authority is required to have considered all matters brought to
its attention by its external auditor and internal audit and taken corrective action as appropriate.

Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a quallfied audit opinion.

This report is addressed to your chair for circulation to all members. lt should be considered in a meeting of
the full council or parish meeting.
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To the Chair of Scalford Parish Council

I undertook a review of Scalford Parish Council's accounts, records, policies and procedures for the financial
year ending 31st March 2026, following which I completed and signed the Annual lnternal Audit Report, of
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Fotm 3.

Through a virtual meeting with the Clerk and by inspection of information publicly accessible via the
Council's website, which is easy to navigate and well maintained, I was able to review aspects of the
Council's systems including payroll, bank reconciliations, risk management Council owned assets, budgetary
control and the Exercise of Public Rights.

The report and findings are based on the information that was made available during the course of the audit.

To the best of my knowledge, all accounts and bank balances appear to be in order and accurate based on

the information to hand, however, this internal audit does not involve the detailed inspection of all records

and transactions of the Parish Council in order to detect error or fraud.

With many thanks to Chris, clerk and RFO, who provided all the documents in a timely manner. I have

detailed below my recommendatio ns for 2025/2026.

Reports from internal and external auditots 2024-2025

All smaller authorities
Have comments from the internal audit 2024-2025 been considered and addressed?

Comment from internal auditor 2024-2025 Response from internal auditor for this report
Digital and Data Compliance The new assertion 10 in the Practitioners Guide relating to

digital and data compliance will appear on the Annual
covernance Statementfor 2025/2O26. All town and parish

councils will need an lT policy and a generic email account
hosted on an authority-owned domain. lt is not a problem
if councils do not comply with all aspects of this new
assertion yet, however it is advised that Parish Councils
review their responsibilities and implement a Policy before
the end of the flnancial year. lt is also suggested that using

.gov.uk is best practice and documented in paragraphs

5.210 to 5.219(pages 56 & 57) in March 2024 edition of the
NALC JPAG Practitioners Guide. Council and Councillors are

recommended to move to a .org or .gov email address.

Please qdd additional boxes os required.
tf the internql ouditor had no recommendotions or comments, please record None rqther than deleting this toble.

Smaller authorities subject to a Limited Assurance Review for 2024-2025

Have comments from the external audit 2024-2025 been considered and addressed?

comment from external auditor 2oz4-2o25 Response from internal auditor for this report

Pleose odd odditionol boxes os required.
tf the extemal ouditor hod no recommendotions or comments, plegse record None roth toble.
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Recom mendations f rom i nterna I a ud itor 2025-2026

Recommendations for action from internal auditor for this
Recommendation from internal auditor for this

FINANCIAL RISK - This authority assessed the
significant risks to achieving its objectives and
reviewed the adequacy of arrangements to
manage these.

There is no Financial Risk Assessment and not reviews
have taken place. lt is a requirement that authorities
have prepared and formally adopted, at least once
annually, an appropriate and comprehensive register of
assessed risks, both regular and ad hoc. There needs to
be a review of the effectiveness of internal control ca.ried

DATA COMPLIANCE - The authority complied
with laws, regulations & proper practices relating
to digital and data compliance.

. Check that website accessibility has been tested, at least
annually, and that the accessibility statement has been
updated as required. This has not been reviewed since
?420.
. Check when the authority last completed a data audit.
This has not been completed. lt is recommended hat the
council adopt the Model Publication Scheme.
. Ensure the authority has prepared and formally adopted
a data protection policy that is reviewed at least once
annually.
. Ensure the authority has an up to date lT policy in place.

It is recommended that the Council adopts an lT Pol

Pleose add odditionol boxes os required.
lf the internol auditor hos no recommendqtions reloting to orcos to be considered or improved, pleose record None rother
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All smaller authorities

Areas for consideration or improvement



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2025/26
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lnternal control objective Explanation if required

A Appropriote occaunti.g recotds hove been propedy kept thtoughout the finon.iot

B This authotity canptied with its Jinoncidl resulotions, poyments werc supported by

in oices, nllexpenditure wds dpprcved ond VAf was oppropiotely occouhtedfar.

C This outhotity assessed the siqnlficdnt risks to ochievinq its objectives ond rcviewed

the odequocV oloftdnqenents to monoqe these

No No Risk Assessment in place

No revie\rs have taken place

D rt" prur"pt a, ,otes ,equnement resulted fian on odequote budgetory process;

ptoq,ess ogoinst the bodget wos regularly monitored; dnd reseNes were

E E peckd incame wos futly rcceived, bosed on .arect prices, prcpetty recatded ond

promptly bonked; dnd vAT wos oppropriotely occounted faL

F Cosn poy-"ntt*.r" propetly suppoied by teceipts, ollpetty cosh expenditurewds

opprcved and VAT opprcpriotelv occountetl for-

G Sabies to enplayees ond ollowonces to membeE were poid io occodonce with this

outhoritv's opprovols, ond PAYE and Nl reouiements were DrcDedv oDalied.

H nsset ona investnents resisters were camplete ond oc.rrate ond praperly

I Pedodic bonk occount teconcilidtians wete wopedy co ed out duting the yeo..

I Arcountinq *otements prepored durinq the yeor were prepored an the correct

dccouhtihg bosis lreceipts ond payments or incane ond expenditurc), oqrced tothe

cosh book, supported by dn ddequate dudittrailJrcm untlerlyinq rcco.ds ond whete

oppropriote debto\and creditors were prcperlv rccorded-

K fthe dutho.ity ceftified itself os exenpt t'rom d linited ossuronce review in 2024/2s,

it net the exemptioh ctiteio ond carcctly declared itself exenpt- llf the duthotity

hod o linited ossuronce reviewofits 2024/25 AGAR tick "not covercd"l

Not covered

L fhe duthority published the requned inlormotion on o websire/webpdqe up to dote

otthe tine of the internoloudit in occordance with the relevont leqisldtioh

M ]n the yeo..avered by this AGAR, the autharity correctly provided Jar d peiod, lot
the exercise ol public riqhts os tequired by the Accounts and Audit Resulotions

(dutihg the 2024-2025 ACAR period, wete public riqhts in relotioh ta the 2024-25

AGAR evidenced by o notice an the website ond/ot authorit approved ninutes

conlnminq the dotes set)-

N fhe outhority hos conplied with the publi@tion requlotions for 2024/25 AGAR (see

AGAR Pdqe 7 Guiddnce Notes)

O fhe outhority hos complied with tdws, rcsulotions & propet prc.tices reloting to

diqital aDd doto compliohce

No This has not been tested- No review since 2020. lt is

recommended that the council gets in touch with
thek web host and askthem to Lrpdate.
Data Protection Poliay Dated 2018 no review has
taken place. lt is recommended that the council
adopt the Model Publication Scheme.
No lT Policy in place.

P {Far tacot@uncits antv)

Ttunfunds lincludino choritoble) The councilmet it5 rcsoonsibilities os o ttustee

Not
applicable
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26

For Local Councils only

Year ending

31 March 2025
E

31 March 2026
€

All liOores should be @undedto the n dtest f
Da not leove any baxes blonk ond rerptt t0 or Nitbdhrnces.

41,lqu,e, nu,toqtee to )rdF t-1q I honuot , e.otd,.

1. galances brought forward 49079 47575
fotdl bolo..es o..j rcservesot rhe beqihhinsof ahe yeor ote recatded
in the Jironcial rccords. Volle hosv oqrce rn gox 7 of prcvioB yedL

2- 1+) Precept or Rates and Levies 23000 25000
rohl onount ot precept (or for tDBs rotes ond teviet) rc.eived a.
tecetvdble ih the yedr Fx.tudedhy g.onts receve.l

3. {+)Totalotherre.eipts 11414 9427
totol tn.ahe ot k eipts Ds.ecorded ihthe coshboak less thp ptpcppt
a. rctes/tevies received ltioe 2) lr.lude ony srdni .eceived

4- 1-)Staffcosts 7843 9008

folol expe.diture ot p4ynenE hode to ohd ah behof of ol
enployees- lnclude grcss sdld.ies ond Mqe' enployes Nl
contributiars, zmployets pensian.ontributions, grotuities dnd

5. (-) loan interest/rapitai
0 0

lotdl expendituri ot poyhents of coplolaad i.tercst nddedurinqthe
yea. on the drtho.itr's bonowinqs (il dny).

6. G)Ailother payments 28!94 27794
fotol erpehditutE ot pdynents os teco.ded in ttu.oshbaak less stdff
costs (tine 4l qnd joon ihtercst/copitot repoynents llihe 5).

7 (=) Balances carried forward 4'1515 51140
Totol balonces and reserves ot the end aJ the yeot. Mtst equol 11+2+31
- (4+s+6).

8. Totalvalue ofcash and short-
term investments

47575 s1140
fhe tlm of dI cu.rent ond deposit bonk 6.cawts, cdsh holdings ohd
.hotttem investments held os ot 3l Motch-
ro aqce with banl ,ecorcilrati@.

9. Totaiflxed assets p,us long-term
investments and assets

170033 170033
fhe volue olollthe prcperiy the outhaity aw$ - it is acde up ofoll
itt lxed ossets o.d lonE tem investfle.E ds ot 37 March-

10. TotaLborrowings 0 0
Ihe autsrohdinq copitol bdlance os ot 31 Morch af dll ]oons ftuh thinJ
po nies I ntLlud i n9 PW LA ),

11. Dothefigures in the aEounting
exclude any tr!st transactions to 2.3i.

Yours sincerely,
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